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To: 



Friends & Neighbors 



From: 



Sherry Todd 



Date: 



September 1 1 , 2014 



Subject: 



Fighting the Proposed Powerline 



After speaking to a friend, Dr. Michael Frisch of UMKC Urban Planning Dept., about the 
proposed power line he kindly gave me the following information: 

Keep track of all communications received from Ameren about the project. Note the date that you 
receive the communications. When we were fighting incinerators, we scored several victories based 
solely on violations of due process. Usually residents in an impacted area are given 30 days' notice of 
important meetings. 



They received approval to begin planning the line in 2011. However, they have not set the exact route 
yet from what I can tell. The next few months will begin the Environmental Impact process. You could 
write a letter of opposition to the line to Ameren and cc: the Missouri Public Service Commission, 
Governor Nixon, and Region VII EPA. The letter should state why you are opposed to the line. Some 
possible reasons to be against the line include. 

1. It will ruin the rural character of your property. Ask what will be the noise from construction and 
operation of the line? What will be the traffic impacts of construction? Once completed the line may 
further deteriorate views from your property. Note how that will impact your family's retirement plans. 
Ask how they plan to mitigate the negative impact of powerline construction and operation on your 
family? 

2. The line may reduce the full value of your property. Now that the bypass is constructed, your property 
may actually be worth more. However, land uses near power line easements are restricted. Notify them 
that you expect full compensation for lost value if the project goes forward. Also, let them know that the 
uncertainty of the project also impacts your land value. 

3. Suggest alternatives including alternative locations and alternatives to construction of long-distance 
transmission lines. Alternative locations could include an old railroad right of way. Let them know that 
you expect a full discussion of alternatives to powerline construction. These alternatives could include 
alternative energy buyback programs and smaller-scale sub-grids connected to local wind turbines. 
Could the money be better spent on incentives for homeowners to install solar and implement energy 
conservation programs? Communicate that you expect the environmental review to answer fully these 
questions. 

The letter to Ameren should be friendly, direct and forthright in tone. I would send such a letter certified 
mail, return receipt requested. This would communicate to them that you are collecting evidence that 
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would hold up in court without talking about lawyers and courts. It is important to cc: at least the Region 
VII Director of the EPA since you are making suggestions about the scope of the Environmental Impact 
Statement. 

All of the above mentioned entities can be contacted through websites but I am 
including their mailing addresses as well. 

It is imperative we make our voices loudly heard in not only in Jefferson City but also 
nationally. Please write our Senators and Representatives and make them aware of our 
strong opposition to this project. This is our home and our land. 



Missouri Public Service Commission 
200 Madison St. 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
Phone 573-751-3234 



Office of Governor Jay Nixon 
P.O. Box 720 
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
Phnp^- (ZJZ) 751-3222 
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US EPA Region 7 

(Indicate environmental subject, program or office) 
11201 Renner Blvd. 
Lenexa, KS 66219 



